Good Tuesday afternoon, dear Beloved of God!  
 
In lieu of a sermon, your clergy team had a lovely discussion about the texts Sunday.  I wanted to share some of that very interesting information.  The texts for Sunday were Isaiah 58.9b-14, Psalm 103.1-8, Hebrews 12.18-29, and Luke 13.10-17.  

The Isaiah text is one of the few in the Bible that the plural form of “you” gives way to the singular. God, prophets, and Jesus are usually talking to the community, admonishing the collective with regard to behavior, or God’s loving, grace-filled response to the entirety of humanity.  Here, however, the individual is directed as to her / his behavior.  What an individual does matters greatly to the collective. All individual actions must be informed by their impact upon the community – local and global.  
 
In addition, the prophet instructs us to give and to satisfy needs of the hungry, the poor, the afflicted.  The Hebrew conveys a sense of giving one’s whole being -  the individual is to give of self for the benefit of others and to satisfy those who are in need in some way.  But note – please – this is not one way.  The singular “you” who gives her or his whole being will also be satisfied: a mutual fulfilling!  We know this to be true from modern psychological studies and brain scans that show how different parts of the brain light up during different kinds of activity: we feel good when we do good.  It matters what you do in regards to the community and to yourself!  
 
Doing something without regard for the welfare of others or without regard to the will of God is sin. Sin burdens us all – it bends us over and cripples us, keeping us from expressing our true humanity, the image of God in which God created us.  Like the woman in Luke’s story who is burdened and bent, what burdens the people of God today?  What collective and individual actions perpetuate “business as usual” that hurts the welfare of the community – local and global?  
 
Currently, my heart weeps over the increasing intensification of Islamophobia in America.  It creates false division among human beings, perpetuates prejudice, hatred, misunderstanding, and ultimately violence.  There is actually a church that has called for a “burn the Q’uran day” on September 11 this year.  That is unconscionable!  Such actions by one such community burden us all.  
 
Thankfully, we can stand in the grace of God, knowing that the God of all humanity shows no favoritism; God does not play favorites.  God calls all humanity to action, individually and collectively.  God calls all of us to give of our whole beings to help heal this world.  It is a huge task, but broken down into the little parts that each of us are called to do on a daily basis, it is very doable.  In so doing, we not only satisfy the needs of others, we satisfy our own needs as well.  Extending a healing hand to another can effect healing on ourselves, as well. Praise God for mutual benefits! Praise God for grace, love, and mercy available to each and every human being without partiality!  Praise God for our call and ability to join God as repairers of the breach and restorer of the streets!  Praise God!  

Peace be with you,
Mother Linda

