November 20, 2010

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

As Advent draws near, so does our celebration of the Birth of Christ. This year, we are especially blessed because we, too, are in the process of birthing:  a new Church!

On December 12, 1531 (four hundred seventy-nine years ago), a pregnant Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to a small peasant boy (Juan Diego) in Mexico and told him to “build a church.”  It took a miracle, but the bishop listened to him and built what is now the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

While we do not put our faith in buildings of wood and stone, we are, indeed, building a church…a church we want to be a Birthday Gift to the Body of Christ.

This Church is “pregnant with hope” – hope that ALL of the people of God will feel welcomed in our midst…hope that ALL people of God can find their ministries and bring them to fruition in our communities…hope that, like Juan Diego, WE are witnesses to miracles that can change the minds and hearts of people…hope that WE can do what others claim cannot be done.

With all of this in mind, The Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States (TOCCUSA) is announcing an Advent Collection to help our Church complete the birthing process.

Beginning with the First Sunday of Advent (November 28, 2010), and lasting through the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (January 2, 2011), each Faith Community is being asked to take up a second collection at all Masses. The money collected will be our Gift to our new Church, allowing it to begin its life on solid financial ground.

There are unusual and one-time costs associated with this endeavor (legal fees, creation of a logo, etc.) and in order to avoid beginning our new church’s life already in debt, we are asking you to be as generous as possible.  During our season of waiting, let us wait actively.  There IS something you can do to help!  

May this coming season fill you with the joy of new beginnings. May the love and light of the Baby Jesus encourage your generosity.

And may we all remember that God is with us on our pilgrim journey!

With the peace of Christ,

The Most Rev. Robert Fuentes, Moderator, House of Bishops

Ms. Janet O’Day, Chair, House of Delegates
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