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John 17: 24-26

Jesus prayed: all those You gave me I would have in my company where I am, to see this glory of mine which is Your gift to me, because of the love You bore me before the world began.  Immortal One, the world has not known You, but I have known You.  And these people have known that You sent me.  To them I have revealed Your name, and I will continue to reveal it so that Your love for me may live in them, and I may live in them.
To remind you, these verses from the gospel attributed to John are the very last bit of a longer prayer found in chapter 17, which ends Jesus’ farewell discourse.  The very next verse finds Jesus and the disciples in the garden just moments away from Judas’ betrayal.  

When I read these verses, I thought it odd that the Bishop would choose a selection from ending of a prayer from the end of Jesus’ life to celebrate the beginning of our formal formation as a diocese and union as a larger Old Catholic Church in the United States.  
*        *        *        *        *

At the end of Emily Brontë’s beautifully complex novel, Wuthering Heights, the promise of the marriage between Catherine Linton (the younger Catherine) and Hareton Earnshaw, assure an end to the violent emotional abuses of the previous generation and the beginning of restored familial relationships and love.  The promised marriage of these two characters serves as a symbol of an ending as well as a beginning.  The past events and behaviors of their families are foundational to who Catherine and Hareton are as people; it is foundational to how they are in relationship, as well.  The past informs their present and future – fully acknowledging ghosts of the past, abuses from their respective and very intertwined families, and all the pain, these two characters will go forward into the future with hope and love.  The marriage is a promise of beginning and an acknowledgement of the work that lies before them.
So ends Jesus’ prayer: with promise, hope, love, and recognition of the work required of us.  The end of Jesus’ earthly ministry is the beginning of our ministry.  Jesus’ prayer, as recorded in chapter 17, moves from self to the inner circle of disciples and followers to the future community to come.  Jesus recognizes what he must do, has done, and will continue to do.  Throughout the prayer, the verb tenses move between past, present, and future, seemingly with no sense to logical grammatical rules (and as some of you know, I am all about the grammar!).  However illogical it may seem, the grammar of this prayer works.  It tells us that Jesus is eternal, the work of the Christ is eternal, and that all present and future work in and through the Christ is grounded in the past actions of Jesus’ earthly ministry: his teaching, preaching, and healing.  
Jesus’ end is also his beginning.  
I think it is safe to say that none of us present here today grew up in the Old Catholic Church.  Each of us has ended a relationship with a former institution.  I think it is also safe to say that many of those endings were somewhat painful, little deaths that we had to grieve in our way, in our time.  In the ending and in the grief, we found a new beginning here in the Old Catholic Church.  Like Catherine and Hareton, we bring who we are to this new relationship.  We bring the whole of our past: our assumptions, fears, knowledge, pain, joys – the good and the bad.  Like the disciples, we bring our love for the Christ, our misconceptions, opinions, and open hearts to learn; we bring our understanding regarding the person Jesus, who is also the Christ, the Anointed One of God, the Incarnate One of the Divine.  
Our past affiliations, our endings, are also our beginnings.  
Our diocese ceases to exist in a particular way today.  That ending is our beginning as we move toward a coherent, structured diocese working toward union as the Old Catholic Church in the Untied States.  Endings are merely transitions.  If we leave room for the Holy Spirit, those transitions are indeed grace-filled and hope-filled.  

So, it is not so odd to begin our new diocesan life with the words from the end of Jesus’ life after all.  The few lines read today point backward to the entirety of Jesus’ farewell discourse: a speech that begins with the loving act of washing feet and ends with the loving act of praying for the community Jesus will soon leave behind.  The entirety of Jesus’ speech points to what he has done, is doing, and will continue to do.  It guides us through the dark valley of death to the new life promised in resurrection.  It gives us the hope and courage to do the work we need to do, indeed are called to do.  It assures us of the Christ’s continued presence in and with us, the community of God, as we transition to our future in God.  
Amen.  
