The Inaugural Synod 

Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)

Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States 

Lay Representative of Saint Hildegard’s Parish Report 

The Synod was convened Saturday, April 24, 2010 at 201 4th Street SE, Washington, DC (Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church).  Bishop Braun (the Right Reverend Charles F. Braun, D. D. – Bishop Ordinary, the Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)) opened the Synod.  The Synod commenced with Morning Prayer.  

In Attendance:  

The Right Reverend Charles F. Braun, D.D.

The Diocese of Washington, DC 








(Saint John the Beloved) 

The Reverend Joseph Catrambone


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

The Reverend Stanley A. Dubowski


Saint Hildegard’s Parish  

The Reverend Linda Harrison



Saint Hildegard’s Parish 

The Reverend Declan D. Jarry, III


Christ Church Parish 

Robert Corsello, Lay Representative


Saint Hildegard’s Parish 

Robert Woody, Lay Representative


Christ Church Parish

Jonathon Moyers




Observer 

Schedule:  
1. The Plan of Union – Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States 

2. Interim Canons – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)

3. Interim Constitution – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)

4. A Celebration of Saint John the Beloved, Apostle and Evangelist, Patron of the Diocese and Saint John the Beloved Parish 

(the closing Eucharistic Mass) 

1. The Plan of Union:
Several months ago, various bishops (the Conference of North American Old Catholic Bishops) and other clergy of the Old Catholic Church in America met to determine what steps/actions would be necessary to form a cohesive, congenial, collaborative church in the United States.  The aforementioned CNAOCB produced the Plan of Union for the Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States (OCC:US).  

The name of the new church will be The Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States (OCC:US).  Once formally adopted, the new church shall be incorporated and all member dioceses and parishes shall amend their incorporation bylaws and recognize its authority in their governing constitutions and canons.  Additionally, the church accepts as canonical the Holy Scriptures as defined by the Union of Utrecht.  The Church accepts the Creeds of the Ecumenical councils and liturgically uses the Nicene and Apostles creeds in its worship.  The Church further accepts the Declaration of Utrecht and the subsequent declarations made by the Union of Utrecht including the Preamble to the Statutes of International Bishops conference, and the Order Document, which govern the life of the Union of Utrecht.  The Church accepts as authoritative the Holy Scriptures, the aforementioned Ecumenical Creeds, the Declaration, the Preamble, and the Unity Statement of this Church.  The Church also acknowledges the place of informed reason and experience under the guidance of the Holy Spirit as sources of authority in the life of the Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States.  The inclusive nature of this Church shall not be abridged or changed since to do so would betray fundamental and foundational beliefs existing in this Church.  All future members of the new Church must be willing to be in full communion with all the bishops and their respective churches and jurisdictions.  This Church accepts the principle of the Ancient Church in which councils make decisions and synods composed of elected representatives of the people.  Thus, this church will have bishops elected by their Diocesan Synods who will compose a House of Bishops.  Each Bishop shall be entitled to one vote.  In addition, each Diocesan Synod shall elect one clergy and two lay delegates to represent the laity and non-Episcopal clergy from that synod in the National Assembly. The National Assembly shall be comprised of the Bishops, the elected Clergy and Lay Delegates as elected by the Diocesan Synods.  Whenever possible, decisions of the National Assembly shall be by consensus and shall apply to all dioceses.  All powers not delegated in the Plan of Union reside with the Diocesan Synods.   

The Plan of Union was Approved by unanimous acclamation by the Diocesan Synod.  

2.  Interim Canons – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)

Canon law is the body of laws and regulations made by or adopted by ecclesiastical authority, for the government of the Christian organization and its members.  What began with rules ("canons") adopted by the Apostles at the Council of Jerusalem in the 1st century has blossomed into a highly complex and original legal system encapsulating not just norms of the New Testament, but some elements of the Hebrew (Old Testament), Roman, Visigothic, Saxon, and Celtic legal traditions spanning thousands of years of human experience. The Interim Canons were reviewed, changed, and “re-published” at the Synod.  The assembled body agreed upon the Interim Canons but noted that further refinements/amendments will be necessary at a future Synod.  


Canon I


Diocesan Ministries 


Canon II

Organization and Governance


Canon III

Diocesan Institutions and Entities 


Canon IV

Legal Status of the Church 


Canon V

Diocesan Government 


Canon VI

The Bishop 


Canon VII

The Church and Persons 


Canon VIII

The Clergy 


Canon IX

The Sacraments (7) 


Canon X

The Church and Property 


Canon XI

Amendments 

The Interim Canons – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved), as AMENDED, were  Approved by unanimous acclamation by the Diocesan Synod.  (The Secretary of the Diocesan Synod will forward the “cleaned-up” version of the Canons.)  

3. Interim Constitution – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved)  

We the people of the Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved) Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States, prayerfully striving to be faithful in all we say and do, adopt this Constitution to further our ministry in the Diocese as a part of the Old Catholic Church, Province of the United States.  We believe this Constitution supports and confirms our efforts to reach out in love to every human being in the name of Jesus Christ, and to celebrate God’s presence in all Creation.  


Article 1

Title and Organization 


Article 2

Purpose


Article 3

Duration  


Article 4

Membership  


Article 5

Registered Office and Agent  


Article 6

Board of Directors  


Article 7

Ecclesiastical Provisions  


Article 8

Amendments to this Constitution  

The Interim Constitution – Diocese of Washington, DC (Saint John the Beloved), as AMENDED, was  Approved by unanimous acclamation by the Diocesan Synod.  (The Secretary of the Diocesan Synod will forward the “cleaned-up” version of the Constitution.)  

4.  A Celebration of Saint John the Beloved, Apostle and Evangelist, Patron of the Diocese and Saint John the Beloved Parish (the closing Eucharistic Mass) 

Before the motion to Adjourn and the celebration of the Mass, several “non-scheduled” events did occur and must be noted here:  

· Immediately after lunch, a prayer “the Mustard Seed” was distributed.  The corporate body partook.  

· After the Interim Constitution was approved, we voted to elect:  

· Vice President of the Diocesan Synod – the Reverend Stanley A. Dubowski 

· Secretary of the Diocesan Synod – the Reverend Declan Jarry, III 

· [image: image1.jpg]


Jonathon read a letter from Dr. Esser (preeminent Old Catholic theologian) that congratulated us on our endeavor, offered to assist in any way that we needed, and volunteered to assist with the assessment of our documents and efforts. 

· It was noted that the National Assembly will be held in St. Paul, Minnesota on September 25, 2010 and that we (the Diocese) need to send lay members to the National Assembly.  However, members must defray all of their own expenses.  All parishes are to canvas their parishioners for volunteers.  Names of volunteers are to be supplied to the Diocesan Synod by September 18, 2010. 

· There will be a Special Synod on September 18, 2010 to approve the amended Canons and the Constitution.

A motion to Adjourn was made and seconded.  We proceeded upstairs to the sanctuary for the mass.  The Reverend Linda Harrison delivered the sermon.  All present signed the documents.  The Mass ended.  The faithful departed. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert A. Corsello 

